APPENDIX-                           3G3

Malone, containing a description of the nature and
history of these documents.    BOSWELL.]

Park Place, St. James9$i

DEAR Sm,                                  7th Nov. 91.

Unfortunately we have been under circumstances
too much alike ; for at the time when I last did my-
self the honour of writing to you, I was and still am
confined by indisposition, which prevents me from
personally paying my respects to you; I am however
so much recovered, that I propose, with proper pre-
cautions, to resume my attendance at the Board this
week, where I shall be glad to see you on Wednesdays
(and not Tuesday) and Fridays, except the 23d and
25th of this month, between the hours of 12 and 3
o'clock. In the mean time it may be proper to give
you a fuller explanation of the List of Accounts than
my indisposition would allow me to do when I sent it,
by informing you, that those described under the title
of " Books of Account" are the original Accounts de-
livered to the Auditor by the Publick Officers ; the
" Recorded Accounts" are what the Auditor has pre-
pared to be enrolled in the Exchequer from the Offi-
cer's Book and Vouchers. For the most part these
last describe the transactions more particularly than
the g( Recorded Accounts;" so that where both are
existing for the same year, the " Officer's Book" will
best answer the objects of your researches, and the
*' Recorded Account" need only be resorted to when
there is any hiatus in the other.

The List I sent you contains the earliest of both sorts
that are now in existence, and are coeval with the office
of the (late) Auditors of the Imprests, who were not
regularly established till the beginning of the reign of
Q. Elizabeth ; from that time the Books of Account
and Records have been continued to the present year,
and all of them that could be found i^pon a most